IDIA Strikes Again: Our Second Harvest
Profiles of Scholars Who Aced CLAT
Donnie Ashok’s story is a truly inspiring one of someone who literally and metaphorically rose from the ashes to secure a seat at one of India’s prestigious National Law Universities (NLU’s). Donnie’s father is a painter by profession with an annual income of less than Rs. 1.5 lakhs. 
Owing to severe financial problems faced by his family, Donnie’s schooling has been erratic, to say the least. He undertook various types of errands to earn a living, but the money he earned was a pittance compared to his school fees. He could not fund his education, and had to drop out from Class 12. 
Fate intervened and he heard about the Increasing Diversity to Increase Access (IDIA) from Ramanuj Mukherjee, a friend of his sister’s, who went on to become his mentor and guide. Ramanuj was an active member of IDIA and a topper of the law entrance at NUJS as well. Donnie scored the first rank in the IDIA Aptitude Test (a test conducted all across India to select deserving underprivileged children that IDIA would support) and was admitted into the programme immediately. IDIA paid his school fees and put him back in school, after persuading his Principal to re-admit him to Class XII despite the delay. 

By virtue of sheer grit and single-minded determination, Donnie not only studied for his class XII boards but also burnt the midnight oil to prepare for CLAT (with the help of training by IDIA volunteers along with its partner LST, a leading CLAT coaching centre). Finally his prayers have been answered and hard work rewarded with an All India General Rank of 427 in CLAT 2012. He has secured admission in the Gujarat National Law University, Gandhinagar. 
Donnie is a living testimony of the popular adage that true success lies in standing up again, no matter how many times one falls. Donnie now wishes to deploy his legal skills to serve the underprivileged.

Thangminlal Haokip, or Lalcha as we call him hails from the village of L. Gamnom in Manipur. His father, Lhunthang Haokip runs a small general store in the village. At the tender age of eight, Lalcha came to Bangalore to stay in a home for Manipuri children (Hope Lion’s home). After studying in multiple schools in Bangalore, Lalcha completed high school from a school run by the non-profit organization Parikrma Humanity Foundation in Bangalore. Lalcha has always been interested in politics and social service and thinks that the study of law is the best platform to pursue both. He heard about IDIA from a teacher at Parikrama and immediately approached us. 
Extremely dedicated and hardworking, Lalcha has not just managed to crack the Common Law Admissions Test (CLAT), he has scored high enough marks to secure him admission to the prestigious National Law School of India University, Bangalore. 
'My past can't tie me down' was the title Karthika Annamalai gave to a write-up she gave us on herself. She studied at Shanti Bhavan, a non-profit organization for children from economically and socially deprived families. Before Karthika was found by Shanti Bhavan in 1997, she was being taken care of by a small convent that gave her food and shelter. Her mother, a widow, worked in a quarry breaking stones and she stayed with her uncle, a violent alcoholic. The drunken violence of her uncle often forced her to take refuge in neighbours houses. As a reminder of those days, she still keeps near her bed a piece of stone that once hit her on her forehead when she was a child. As a student from Shanti Bhavan, Karthika is accomplished in many ways. She is good in both the arts and the sciences. She won the first place in a science competition for displaying a method to recycle newspaper. When asked why she chose to do law, she says: I decided years ago that I wanted to be a human rights lawyer, fighting against the many social injustices that exist in India, more than a handful of which I have witnessed myself in my family and community. Her dreams do not end with being a human rights lawyer. With an almost stubborn optimism she goes on: I also hope that working in the field of law in India will provide me the skills I need to one day alleviate poverty and injustice on a broader scale, hopefully in a political position in India. 
She had previously cracked the CLAT in 2011 and had acquired a place at NLIU, Bhopal. However, she was keen on trying her luck again in CLAT, 2012 for a higher ranked college. She has now secured admission in the West Bengal National University of Juridical Sciences, Kolkata. 
Yugal Jain is a visually impaired student from Rajasthan. He comes from a family of six with his father, a general store owner being the sole breadwinner having an annual income of less than Rs. 1.2 Lakhs. He started suffering from deteriorating vision when he was in the fifth standard. Having lost his eyesight, he had to start over at the Nethraheen Kalyan  Sang in Jaipur, where he acquired a basic knowledge of Braille. His family’s poor monetary condition compelled him to complete his education from the Nethraheen Vikas Sansthan , Jodhpur  [ a non-profit  government aided institution], from where he graduated with 75% marks in his Class XII Board Examination.  

His visual impairment has not dampened the fire burning within. Yugal is multifacted and has won a number of chess tournaments at the state and district levels. His goal was to get a very high score in CLAT and secure a place in one of the premier NLU’s in India – a feat he has managed to achieve with the aid of IDIA in 2012.  With an All India PWD rank of 6, he has been allotted a place at the Gandhinagar National Law University. 
With his recent success Yugal exemplifies the saying, ‘where there is a will, there is way.’ He wishes to finish law and then join the Civil Services in future. 
Sanjana Roy’s tryst with the law began when the IDIA West Bengal team visited her school, Loreto Sealdah, for a sensitization program. Her father is a retired clerk with a meagre annual income of Rs. 70,000. She was in the twelfth standard and never thought seriously about pursuing law as a career. Her favourite subjects in school were English and History and she intended to pursue English in college. But, after an IDIA sensitization programme at her school, she was inspired to consider law as a career option. She took the INAT, got shortlisted for training and started preparing for CLAT under the able guidance of IDIA student mentors at WB NUJS. 

Sanjana has cracked CLAT 2012 with a score of 129/200 and a rank of 685, securing admission in NLUO. She says, “IDIA has been very supportive throughout and has given me a new direction in life”. When asked about her plans for the future, she says that international law fascinates her and she would like to specialise in it. 

Lucy Hmingthanzuali is an 18 year old from Aizwal, Mizoram. Her mother, who is a Sub-Inspector in the Economics and Statistics Department, Government of Mizoram is the sole earning member of her family of four, after Lucy’s father passed away. Their combined family income is a modest Rs. 18,000, per month. She completed her schooling from St. Paul's Higher Secondary School, after having studied at multiple schools in Aizwal. Mr. Pu Zochhawna, the principal at the ‘Divine Intervention School’ informed her about IDIA and she managed to achieve the second highest position in the ‘Mizoram IDIA Aptitude test’. There has been no looking back for Lucy since then, having cracked the CLAT in 2012 and secured a place at the prestigious National Law University, Orissa.

Meticulous, hardworking and a true believer of turning challenges into opportunities, Lucy was encouraged to choose law as a career option because she believes that it can be instrumental in bringing about true equality for every individual in society and in promoting awareness of the rights among the disenfranchised. Some day she hopes to establish her own legal practice in Mizoram. At leisure, she writes poetry and also enjoys painting, dancing and singing. 
 Atul Kumar Jha is an 18 year old from Jharkhand. His parents are mainly agriculturists, though his father recently joined a bank. His family of five includes a brother who is studying for his Banking examination and a sister who is preparing for her BEd. examination. An annual family income of under a lakh compelled Atul to complete his schooling till the 10th standard from the village high school, and later, with the aid an organization called G-40, which runs a scholarship program for underprivileged students, he managed to pursue his higher secondary education from a CBSE school. 
Atul found out about IDIA from last year’s CLAT website and was encouraged to give it a shot. “IDIA helped me by proper mentoring and boosting my confidence”, observes Atul. He has successfully managed to crack the CLAT, 2012 , securing a place in the eminent National Law University, Jodhpur in the PWD category. 
“As everyone helped me, I also want to help the deprived”, is what Atul describes as his motivation to study law, which he believes would best equip him to fight against injustice and inequality in society.

Shivam hails from Patna. His father works in the State Electricity Board. Shivam has been a hardworking and dedicated student, who is determined to do whatever it takes to succeed in life.  Having finished his schooling from D.A.V BSEB, Patna, he decided to pursue law as a career. With the help of IDIA and its training partner LST, and with rigorous effort on his part, Shivam successfully cracked the CLAT, 2012, ensuring a place in the National Law University, Jodhpur, with an impressive score of 136 and an All India Rank of 283.  
Ambitious and persevering, Shivam is committed to making the most of the opportunity that his recent success in the CLAT has given him. 
Gudla Santhosh Kumar hails from a village that lies on the Orissa border. His parents run a small shop in his village. Santhosh did his final schooling years at the “Sai Junior College for the visually impaired” in Hyderabad. Santhosh faced many hurdles in preparing for the CLAT because of his visual impairment. However, his hard work paid off in the end with him securing a seat at NLU-Orissa. 
Nikunj Agarwal who hails from a low income family in UP secured admission to CNLU Patna. 
Narala Chenna Reddy hails from a family of farmers, living in a village in the Ongole District of Andhra Pradesh. His combined family income is a meagre Rs. 4000 a month. He is also visually impaired. However, neither his family’s modest financial condition nor his visual impairment had stopped Chenna from making the most of the chance he got to pursue his education, when he left his village to study at the “Devnar Foundation for the Blind” and later, at the “Sai Junior College for the visually impaired” in Hyderabad. Not one to let impediments deter him from working hard, he maintained a good academic record during his schooling. He was also well prepared for his IDIA classes, demonstrating an up-to-date knowledge of Current Affairs, an excellent grasp over English, and a keen ability to grasp legal principles. 

Chenna’s dedicated effort finally paid off when he was able to crack the CLAT, 2012 securing a place in the National Law University, Orissa. 
